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that darkness would protect his troops from the guns of the
fleet.   This officer met his Divisional Commanders early in the
afternoon of the 8th, to give them their instructions,  The?
deprecated an attack  that  evening;   they had not enough
artillery ;  their troops were tired and hungry; half the units
were still on the road ;  far more time was needed to get out
orders and deploy the force for attack.   (All the arguments
advanced by General Stopford's subordinates.)   The unfortunate
General agreed to postpone the attack until daylight on the jA,
and was ruthlessly dismissed by Liman von Sanders, directly
he heard of the decision.   Mustapha Kemal, who had been in
command of a Division at Anzac and the northern sector of the
Turkish defences, was then giveft the command of all the troops
on the Suvla front.   He arrived on the scene at i a.m. on
the 9th, too late to advance the hour of the attack, but he made
sure that it would be  delivered  with fierce determination
at dawn.

When the long-delayed British attack opened, at an eady
hour on the 9th, there was no co-ordination between the
scattered brigades and battalions of the xoth and nth Divisions,
The 53rd Division which had been landed during the night of
the 8th and morning of the 9th, was to have been kept as a
Corps reserve, but as the troops became available they were
placed at the disposal of the G.O.C. nth Division, and by the
evening were scattered and thoroughly disorganised.

After giving details of General Stopford's plan,, and the
action taken to put it into operation, the military historian
remarks : " It will be seen, therefore, that with the two brigades
of the nth Division moving forward at different hours, and the
loth Division not even forming its plans until after the nth
Division had started, any form of mutual support in the 9th
Corps area was practically unobtainable."

Fortunately the Turks were numerically still very inferior to
General Stopford's force, but they had all the advantage of
position on the ridge, and the tropical heat sorely tried .our,
inexperienced troops.

On the left flank the shooting of the Foxhound was reported

.   to be very accurate, and here the troops made some progress.

The Turks had no artillery, no machine guns, and had not yet